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Community market = Food! 
UVic’s first local community market is bringing local food (tastings and demos, too!), 
live music (four bands!), a pumpkin-carving contest (and more!) to the Michele Pujol 
Room in SUB, 4-7 pm on October 24th. For more info, action@uvic.ca, 250 853 3758, 
or uvic.ca/sustainability. 

 
Our water 

Thank you to those who asked about this! Gustavson fountains dispense safe water – but it is 
not filtered.  
 “Basically, we have a very clean source water body,” says Jennifer Blaney, Laboratory 
Manager, Water Quality Division, CRD Environmental Sustainability. “It meets USEPA 
guidelines to remain unfiltered.” 

It is, however, treated. First it’s disinfected with ultraviolet light and then treated with small amounts of 
chlorine and ammonia. Then it’s tested to monitor levels of microorganisms and a range of chemicals. 
The full process is outlined here. 
 
Industrial Symbiosis 
Industrial Symbiosis: Advances in Policy and Practice presented by Peter Laybourn at Concordia and via 
live webinar tomorrow! Oct 19! 8-9am (11am-12pm EST) 
Industrial Symbiosis (IS) is a systems approach to a more sustainable and integrated industrial economy 
leverages underutilised resources (materials, energy, water, capacity, expertise, assets etc). 
IS derives from industrial ecology principles and is one means to implement a circular economy. The 
triple bottom line benefits of IS have been demonstrated (and externally validated) and as a result, the 
European Commission is incorporating IS into its policies and is recommending a roll-out across Europe. 
Go here to register for the live webinar. 
 
Supply chain, double bottom line  

The European Union aims to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in its transportation sector 
by 60% by 2050. A new study outlines how this can be done by reducing emissions from 
heavy-duty vehicles (HDV), which account for 26% of total CO2 emissions from road 

transport. 
In BC there is also a growing interest in heavy-duty vehicles. This spring, FortisBC introduced an 
incentive funding program to encourage HDV operators to buy or convert to natural gas vehicles to help 
replace carbon-intensive diesel with natural gas. FortisBC estimates that mitigating diesel use in HDVs 
could reduce GHG emissions from HDV operators by 30% over five years. The business case: natural gas 
is about 40% less expensive than diesel. 
 
Oil barons are buying into renewable energy. What does that tell us? 

Mecca and Saudi Arabia harness solar power in a big way: Saudi Arabia, the world's largest oil 
exporter, recently announced plans to invest $109bn to build up its solar power capacity 
41gW by 2032. That could make the country a renewable-energy exporter, potentially saving 

the equivalent of more than 500,000 barrels of oil per day.  
Saudi Oil Minister Ali Al-Naimi has predicted the nation could technically produce enough solar power to 
meet four times current world electricity demand. 
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